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une 28th marked the
return of Gru and the
minions as they joined
the anti-villain league in an
attempt to tackle a new,
uprising criminal. In light of
the new storyline, a more
fitting title for this upcoming
blockbuster would be ‘Rather
Kind Me’ or ‘Interested in the
Wellbeing of Others Me’ but
let’s not allow that to detract
from how brilliant the film is.

First
First thoughts...
thoughts...
3 years after the release of the first film, Gru is
back and he’s better than ever...

The trailer looked, in a word,
awesome. I loved it. I wanted to
marry it. Well that might be a
bit of an exaggeration but you
understand what I mean!
The point I’m trying to make
is that this film built its own
hype, hype so good that I
believed that it would deliver
before I even got there.
Of course it would deliver;
the cast consists of Steve
Carell, Ken Jeong and Russell
Brand. Even if the storyline
lets us down, we would still be

left with the immense humour
of the comedic trio. And if
that’s not enough humour for
you: Agnes. The living (well,
animated) being that brought
us “IT’S SO FLUFFY!”
Also... the minions. There was
a lot of minion hype leading
to the release of this film;
hype that included movieshorts, teaser trailers and even
a game available on Apple
and Android. I don’t think the
minions had ever been as
loved.

understand what the twist
could be now that Gru is a
good guy or whatever.
Of course, we all trusted that
the producers over at Universal
had something magnificent
up their sleeve for the second
edition of the Despicable Me
series. Am I still just too in love
with the first film, or is this
film actually the highlight of
my year? Turn the page for
my review of this Summer
blockbuster.
I have high hopes.

So we had guaranteed
humour, but how would the
storyline fare? Despite how
cliché the first storyline was, it
did complement the humour;
however when it came to
the sequel, it was hard to
understand where the story
was going. The trailers showed
us that Gru joined the AntiVillain League but then what?
A series of comedic events
that heads nowhere? I couldn’t

Written and
Designed
by Jack L

Despicable Me 2... the truth about the film

M

y most highly anticipated film of the year. I forced
myself out of bed at 10 o’clock on a Sunday
morning to make the 2.30 viewing at the nearest
cinema. I had high expectations and hoped that the film
would live up to them.

difficult to admit because I wanted to love this film and I
want to give it ten-out-of-ten but I just can’t.

The first thing I noticed, other than that Agnes is still
HILARIOUS, is that I did not like Lucy’s character. Not even
a little bit. It’s as though she was made to appeal to small
children. The producers have tried so hard to make her
character funny that it just feels awkward. You, as the
viewer, feel obliged to laugh at her despite not finding her
amusing; it’s typical humour for someone aged 5, but for
the older audience (which this film certainly appeals to)
she just isn’t funny.

The start is fine; it’s when we get into the second half of the
film when it gets disheartening. You wish for a huge twist
that you just didn’t see coming but you just don’t get that.
You want Gru to have misjudged who the villain is and for
it to turn out that somebody else is behind everything, but
it’s just so predictable; there’s no struggle! Gru discovers
who the villain is straight away and he’s right. There’s a lack
of drama there. When there finally is a twist (I won’t give
away too much) it’s resolved far too easily and the villain
is caught with no Rocky-style battle at the end where it
seems that all hope is lost; it’s almost as though they made
the film JUST for small children.

Other than that the film had me in hysterics. As I’ve already
pointed out, Agnes is brilliant. She’s exactly the same
as she was in the first movie and the producers haven’t
ruined her character by trying too hard to make her funny
(*cough* Lucy).

This might be one of the only occasions where I wanted a
bit of a cliché. I wanted more of a struggle; I wanted Gru
to prove himself... to get the girl! It’s a difficult film for me
to rate because I was entertained from the beginning until
the end but I was still disappointed by how the story fared.

The minions are stars in this second edition and their
crazy antics continue from the first film and many ‘minion
promos’, in the lead-up to this movie’s release. They can do
anything and it’s fantastically amusing. Their continuous
shenanigans never become unfunny as they beat each
other up and raid the ice cream van. The minions are what
have made the film as successful as it is; it’s as simple as
that.

The simplest advice that I could give is: if you want to be
entertained and amused then definitely watch it, don’t
even think twice about it. If you want to feel satisfied that
you have chosen the best film in terms of story, prepare
to be disappointed. I wouldn’t advise anybody to miss it,
because you will be missing out on one of the funniest
films of the year.

Gru is also his same old self; funny, simply because of his
simple-mindedness. He has not changed from how he was
in the first movie – other than that he now wants to stop
villains in oppose to being one!
So, Despicable Me 2 is funny, there is no doubt about that
however, the story itself was a little disappointing. It’s

For entertainment purposes I give Despicable Me 2 a tenout-of-ten; for storyline purposes I give it a mere five-outof-ten. Overall, I rate this movie eight-out-of-ten (because I
don’t use decimals and I can’t bring myself to give it as low
a score as 7). So, not brilliant but worth watching all the
same.
Jack L
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hen I heard Kanye West was
releasing new music, I was
incredibly excited. May 1st, he put a
message on twitter simply saying ‘June
Eighteen’. The media was immediately
buzzing, and everyone knew something
big would be coming. Then, on May
17th, he began a bizzare promotion
method that is just typical of Kanye:
he projected his song ‘New Slaves’ on
buildings in 66 locations across the
world. It was a bold, exciting move
that enticed many. A day later he
performed on the popular late-night
show ‘Saturday Night Live’, something

he has done in the past to promote
albums. He performed ‘New Slaves’ and
the new ‘Black Skinhead’ in an intense,
different performance. I liked it, but it
was different… it wasn’t Kanye.

former self (apart from the last track,
bound 2, which is my personal
favourite). It’s a daring change from a
man willing to take these risks, without
knowing if they’ll pay off.

But when you listen to Yeezus, you
realise that it isn’t Kanye - well not the
Kanye we know. If you take a listen to
his first album, ‘The College Dropout’,
before listening to this then you
would be hard pressed to draw many
comparisons. This album is filled with
dark, loud beats, screaming and techno,
far gone from his soul beat sampling

The masterpiece that was 2011’s
album of the year, ‘My Beautiful
Dark Twisted Fantasy’, was a creative
advance in the field of sampling that
paid off wonderfully, being universally
acclaimed by critics. Over his career
he has changed the course of music,
possibly being the most influential
artist of the past 10 years, with his

production evolving hip-hop from its
former 90’s self.
But is the album any good? Well yes and
no. The lyrics aren’t the most inspiring
on some of the songs, and can be quite
extreme, but if you don’t expect that
from this genre then you have chosen
the wrong album. The beats are harsh
and loud, but work and have been
carefully done. A lot of the beats were
made by French house outfit ‘Daft Punk’,
who recently came out with their own
album. The lyrics are rapped with the
tenacity and urgency of someone being

chased by a steamroller. The album is
a free fall, a rush of angst and despair
with nothing left to lose. Some of my
favourite tracks from the album are
‘Black Skinhead’, ‘Blood on the Leaves’,
‘Send it up’ and ‘Bound 2’. I love most
of the songs, although the seemingly
rushed lyrics in some are too much for
me (a large portion of the lyrics were
recorded two days before the album
was due to be shipped).
Overall, I think it’s a great album but
is unfortunately overshadowed by
‘MBDTF’. He may of set the bar slightly

too high for himself, but this album
is successful in many ways. It is brash,
bold, enthralling and a little something
different from the man known to push
the boundaries and take a risk in the
world of music.

Written and Designed by
Written by Chloe F
Craig Richardson
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Has

gone downhill?
S

ince Steve Jobs passed away, people seem to have lost faith
in Apple, believing that the company has now lost it’s design
initiative and that they are now scamming people out of money with
expensive products. However, I think different.
For almost a year I have been saving
up for a brand new computer. After 7
trouble-free years with my trusty 17
inch iMac, and as a loyal customer to
Apple products, I decided on one of
Apple’s top of the range iMacs. A few
months into my savings and Apple
had updated their stock, replacing
the 2012 range of iMacs with the new
2013 models, and although they were
around about £100 more than the
previous models, I was pleased with
the changes and was looking forward
to getting my hands on one.
In March, my Mac finally arrived on
my doorstep, ready to unleash
its legendary capabilities, and
now, after a few months of daily
use, I now feel able to write a
constructive review.

Written and designed
by Daniel B

First,
I
was
overwhelmed by
how stunningly
good
looking
it
was.
The
first thing that
caught my eye
was the size of
the
machine,
27-inches, which
is about 65 cm
across, (to put it

in perspective, join two pieces of A4
paper together by the short ends and
it’s even longer than that!) and 51.6cm
tall. All this is packed tightly into a super
skinny 5mm casing. I was shocked at
how thin this thing was, for something
so large (and so powerful). Overall, it’s
appearance isn’t too shabby - it’s sleek,
stylish and extremely professional
looking.
The computer itself is ridiculously
fast, being able to run any game at
maximum graphical setting or watch
any HD video with ease. Mountain
Lion version 10.8.3 is installed onto
this model of iMac; it keeps all the old
features of the original Lion version but
brings some new features such as a
number of different mouse commands
to make traversing the Mac easier than
ever before, and there are even more
Apple applications.
I feel that Apple haven’t lost anything
since Steve Jobs died, the only thing I
feel they’ve lost is their fans. Admitably,
some of their most recent updates
to apple products have been a bit
off putting, such as the new iPhone’s
big debut that showed a new phone
cable and a slightly larger screen,
not to mention the release of the
absolutely pointless iPad mini (this was

such a stupid and ridiculous decision,
no matter how good it is), but that
shouldn’t put you off what Apple has
to offer.
I believe that people have begun to
lose faith in Apple because of the
design aspects they are introducing,
but I don’t see what all the fuss is
about. Sure, the iPhone 5 has a new
cable, but is it any different to the
previous generation of phones where
they were getting changed with every
new brand? Plus, you’re more than
likely going to own an iPod or iPad as
well, so it just means you own more
charger leads for those devices.
Ignoring the price tag of all Apple
products, which is seen as a major
downfall, their devices are way ahead
of their time. The majority of today’s
technology drew inspiration from their
gadgets. For instance, almost all of the
smart phones we see today have been
inspired by Apples’ iPhone and tablets
have all derived from the iPad.
Apple computers are all fantastically
built, and although they have
received a lot of criticism from
PC users, I do urge you to spend
a week or two having a go on
a friend’s Mac or iPad before

continued... has Apple
gone downhill?
you join the critics; it will change your
perspective on computers. The irony is,
many PC-loving Apple critics confess
to never having used one for more
than 10 minutes - obviously fair and
constructive comparisons then (not)!
What you can certainly expect from
Apple is long lasting, high performance
products. For 7 years I have owned a
2006 17-inch iMac without break down
or virus, in fact, not once have I had any
problems with it. Only in this last year
have I noticed that its performance
was starting to become an issue (the
main reason why I opted for a new
mac) however, as I use it intensively
for online gaming and games are
becoming much more memory
demanding, this would happen with
any machine. For all other tasks, my old
machine works like new. How many
PC’s do you know that have lasted that
long? Although cheaper than a Mac, it
is common for PCs to have a life span
of around half that of a Mac so, in that
respect, the price is comparable.
I live in a house full of trustworthy
iMacs, iPads, iPhones, iPods and a
Macbook, which exist alongside
a lonely old PC laptop that ‘chugs’
along and has occasional melt-downs
despite being less than two years old.
In fact, it’s our third in five years, which
isn’t great, and strangely, they all went
wrong in their second year.
Can you tell I’m devoted Apple fan?

Written by Anna H
Designed by Daniel B

I

am the biggest baby when it comes to horror films. I’ll watch one, freak out
about it for weeks later and even panic being in the house by myself. This was
most definitely the case when I watched The Purge.
The film (set in the year 2022) shows a world in which the United States has
become a ‘nation reborn’ because, for 12 hours a year, citizens are allowed to
commit any crime they want without being punished for it. This is only made legal
because overall it makes crime and un-employment rates in the rest of the year
significantly lower. However in these 12 horrifying hours of The Purge, anything
can happen. The story focuses on one particular nuclear family, the Sandin’s, and
how they are forced to react to the goings on.
The acting was as a whole, painfully average, all except for Lena Headey who
played Mary Sandin (the mother) and she was superb. She was scared, but not
too scared to act sensibly in the situations. Her emotions, ranging from content
to deep sadness all seemed genuine.
The worst part of this film has to have been the children. The son Charlie was the
biggest idiot I’ve ever seen in a horror, and that’s saying something. His stupid,
naïve decisions caused countless deaths, pain, struggle and torture and the film
ended with me wanting to punch him.
Overall I would say that the concept of this film was very clever and interesting,
but it was badly executed. A few alterations of the storyline and a bit of re-casting
could have made this a classic, but unfortunately it wasn’t to be. However I was
gripped, and would probably recommend it to someone who wasn’t a massive
film snob. Score: 6/10
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Is it worth the accent aggravation?

Something that really grinds my gears is when I’m happily singing along
to a song and people tell me off for the accent I put on. Just look at
Oasis (my favourite band) for example. If you don’t sing their songs in
the Mancunian, nasally, Liam Gallagher drawl, you’re doing it wrong. See
– “Is it wooooooorth the aggravaaayyyyyyyy-shaaaaaaan?”, the classic
Cigarettes and Alcohol line. Same goes with many other artists; the Stone
Roses, Arctic Monkeys, The Courteeners, The Smiths; I could go on. A prime
example is Blur. Where would they be without that famous mockney
drawl? Try singing Parklife in your normal accent and understand why
no-one does it. So next time someone tells me to “stop singing in that
stupid, put on voice” I’m going to point them in the direction of this rant.
If Damon Albarn can do it, why can’t I? Anna H

Come back Miley!

The fine line between art and eyesore

Now don’t get me wrong, I love the idea of graffiti. A couple of words
piled together in an artistic form, printed on a public display to rebel against
government views, is I feel, a fantastic way to protest. However what starts
off as a simple protest can very quickly go over the top which just drives me
insane. It is perfectly understandable that graffiti artists go for public places, but at the end of the
day, it is still on someone else’s property and as a result is quite disrespectful to the owners of the
land. This doesn’t so much bother me if the graffiti isn’t too big and is generally a well put together
piece of art; in fact, in the latter case it can be a compliment to the design of the building it was
drawn on, but as soon as it starts to become a full scale graffiti project on the side of someone’s
property, that is where I draw the line. I find it absolutely atrocious and I don’t care what the
perpetrators claim; call it what you will, it’s no longer art, it’s an offence. Daniel B

T H I N G S T H AT M A K E U S R E A L LY M A D ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Brothers
are NOT
fit!

What really boils
my blood is when
my friends go
on and on about
how ‘fit’ my brothers
are, when they’re clearly
not. They’re all they talk about
sometimes! After seeing them once
or twice my friends are almost obsessed.
They say my brothers are ‘beautiful
specimens’ and I cringe every time they
say anything about them. When they
come round my house they always ask if
they’re going to be in. I’m sure they just
do it to annoy me. Amy C

Please, not again!

Every month thousands of us give
up our hard earned cash to pay for
the privilege of watching endless
repeats on Sky. Sky used to be
pretty good; you could always find
something to watch if you flicked
around the channels. But now, it’s
impossible to find something new.
Over the last year or so, Sky have
introduced a whole load of new
channels, or have they? If you class
all the +1 or +2 channels, then
yes, I suppose they have however,
these aren’t really new are they?
They’re just another chance to
watch the repeat that you missed
an hour or two before! Time to do
something about it Sky.

I hate how Miley Cyrus is completely changing her image to fit in
with the current mainstream norm. Now I wasn’t a fan of her work
before or anything like that, but I did think she looked beautiful
and respected her somewhat. But the changes she has taken
have made me lose that respect for her. I don’t know what she’s
trying to be, why she’s doing it, and I really don’t understand why
she’s ‘twerking’. If you’ve never seen ‘twerking’, take caution when
searching for it on youtube, it’s a tad risqué. She has changed her
appearance, although shaving her hair off was for a good cause,
but is dressing and acting differently too. She isn’t the country
music girl we once knew. Her music has changed too, being more
generic than ever before, and she’s just overall coming off as a
total try-hard. In 2012 I thought she dressed great, looked great
and I had no problems with her. But as soon as the images of her
doing drugs emerged online, it all seemed to change. Keep on
twerking Miley, because I’ve just lost faith in you. Craig R

How would you like it?

Ignorant people, they really annoy me, especially when they
are ignorant to people who are ill or disabled. They make
jokes about them even though they don’t understand the
issues. They wouldn’t act like that if they understood the
problems would they? They wouldn’t make jokes if someone
in their family was ill. If the shoe was on the other foot then
they would feel upset and they wouldn’t act in the same way.
Why can’t people just take a minute, listen to others
and try to understand? There are times when people
don’t even attempt to listen when others are trying to
help them. They act like it doesn’t affect them and say,
“Oh I don’t care.” They think that they are always right,
no matter what the situation is. Ben M

- IN A PERFECT WORLD After a lot of anticipation,
albeit surprising anticipation,
Kodaline have released their
debut album ‘In a Perfect
World’. After I heard the band’s
EP ‘The High Hopes’ I was
excited for them to finally
release an album and I was
fortunate to only have a small
wait before it arrived.
On the 14th of June 2013 the
album was released in Ireland
and I instantly scoured the
internet to find and listen to
the entire track listing. I loved
it. It exceeded the quality of
their previous EPs, though
this album is more Alternative
Rock oriented than its
contemporaries.

Written and
Designed by Jack L

This album is refreshing and
it’s hard to compare to other
album releases of 2013 thus
far. Similarly it’s difficult to
compare Kodaline to other
recent artists, simply because
of their ability to sway so
smoothly between Folk and

Rock; it’s like Mumford & Sons
and The Vaccines integrating
their musical brilliance. Though
it sounds like a recipe for
disaster (banjos and electric
guitars?!), the outcome can’t
be faulted; they’re the Cadbury
Philadelphia of the music
world.
It seems that the band have
made a perfect first impression
with music fans, particularly
throughout the UK and Ireland,
as they stormed to number 1
of the Irish Album Charts less
than a week after the release
of ‘In a Perfect World’ as well
as peaking at number 3 in the
UK Album Charts. They even
managed a top 10 spot in the
Dutch Album Charts on top of
several top 100 entries across
Europe.
Despite their chart standings,
some people have slated
the album because of its
depressing nature. It has fared
to be a controversial release;

receiving a positive 4 star
review in Clash magazine and
a much more disappointing 2
star review from the observer.
Though it’s certainly easy to
visualise the group writing
their music while looking out
of a condensed window on a
rainy day, let’s be fair and admit
that the downpour did inspire
some good songs and after the
fall (see what I did there?), we
have an enjoyable debut that is
full of heart and soul.
Kodaline will tour the UK this
November and they have
also announced recently that
they will be touring the UK
again in the Spring of 2014.
Tickets for their upcoming
tour in November can be
purchased for as little as £11.50
– definitely worth paying
even for those who are sceptic
about the band. Tickets for
their March-April tour will not
be available to purchase until
February of 2014, so it would
be a good idea to put some

pocket money to one side if
you don’t want to miss out.
But now it’s time for the most
important part of the review:
the rate out of ten. As much as
I love the album, I must admit
that I would have preferred
something a bit more upbeat
and it’s not ideal that my
favourite song on the album is
a cover... So, with these factors
taken into account, I can still
give this album a solid 8-outof-10; perhaps my favourite
album of the year so far but I
do hope for better albums to
come.

Written and
designed by Jack L
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CHECKMATE
If you hold a strong aversion to almost obnoxiously loud
prints, look away now. This summer’s biggest trend is not
for you. The classic check has returned, and with the
desire to become a key player in your wardrobe.
Revived this season by the brilliant Marc Jacobs at Louis
Vuitton, models were sent down the Paris Fashion Week
runway in pairs, reinforcing the idea that anything
duochromatic works best. Huge blocks of yellow and
white, green and white, black and white were included
in every look, giving a beatnik, structured vibe to the
show.
And of course where Marc Jacobs goes, other designers
follow. We saw clashing prints and a womanly silhouette
at Marni. Structured shapes and classic black and white
at Chanel. A feminine, pyjama-esque theme at Alexis
Mabille.
What makes this print so popular? It’s a winning
combination of school-girly cute (with the strong
gingham feel), 1960’s mod and of course, the futuristic
graphic style means it’s so right for now.
Luckily this look has filtered from the catwalk to the high
street and still remained on trend. Add a pair of pointy
toed stilettos, a huge beehive, a flick eyeliner and
you’re sorted!

Written and
designed by
Anna Hope
On the runway;
Louis Vuitton at Paris
Fashion Week
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£25.99, Zara

Kristen Stewart in
Louis Vuitton S/S ‘13

£49.99, Zara

GET THE LOOK
£36, Topshop
£23.75, Choies

£20, Topshop
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Tour Dates
Darlington Civic Theatre
22 July – 27 July
King’s Theatre, Glasgow
6 August – 10 August
Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury
12 August – 17 August
Bristol Hippodrome
19 August – 24 August
Oxford New Theatre
27 August – 31 August
Cardiff New Theatre
8 July – 13 July
Millennium Forum, Derry NI
2 September – 7 September
Aberdeen, His Majesties Theatre
9 September – 14 September
Bradford Alhambra
16 September – 21 September

T

Nottingham Theatre Royal

he most outrageous, sexiest cult show of all time, ‘The Rocky Horror Show’, has been
entertaining fans since 1973. Year after year, a new generation of suspender-clad fans
in sky high platforms strut into the nearest theatre for an uninhibited evening with the
glorious Frank N Furter.

23 September – 28 September
Hull New Theatre
30 September – 5 October
Bournemouth Pavilion

This show has been running for 40
fantastic years but this year is the most
spectacular. Costumes that push the
boundaries and challenge convention
are more outrageous than ever, the cast
is even bigger and this, combined with
great songs such as ‘The Time Warp’,
‘Sweet Transvestite’ and ‘Hot Patootie’,
will have you strutting in the aisles.
There is never any doubt when this
show is visiting your nearest city hundreds of heavily made up men and
women, clad in stockings, suspenders
and massive heels, dress up as the
characters from the show and head
out into the streets in a public display
of transexualism.

Good humour has always made Rocky
Horror a great experience but the
whole thing is also a joy to the ears, a
feast for the eyes and a well-produced
stage show.
As a Rocky Horror fan, I must admit that
I have yet to see someone who can beat
the fabulous Tim Curry as Dr Frank N
Furter however, Oliver Thornton makes
a pretty good attempt at filling his
sparkling platform shoes. He may not
have the same oozing sex appeal as
our beloved Tim, but he comes a very
close second. Thornton has so much
energy on stage and obviously loves
playing the role of Frank but Curry is
still my top transvestite.

I’ll soon be dusting off my ‘Brad’
costume and heading for Darlington
Civic to see the show for the fourth
time - it’s THAT good. If you have
never experienced the Rocky Horror
extravaganza, you’re missing out on
great acting, an excellent live band
and a full cast of powerful and high
volume voices. It’s loud, in fact it’s VERY
loud, but this is rock, so it should be.
I’d recommend the show to anyone (as
long as they have an open mind).
Rocky Horror is sexy, funny and full of
‘ooh, err madam’ humour which makes
for an unforgettable night out. So, in
the words of Frank, “come up to the lab,
and see what’s on the slab”. (Gold hot
pants a must!!!)

14 October – 19 October
Dunfermline Alhambra
21 October – 26 October

Written and designed by Clyde B
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Festivals

8

Music

10

Glastonbury

Ahh Glastonbury, arguably the biggest festival in the UK. Thousands and thousands of music
lovers flock to the muddy field every year for an experience quite like no else. While the
event has been going on for many years, the genre that is hip-hop has taken a step back for
the most part. Apart from Jay-Z controversially headlining in 2008, it has traditionally been
more guitar based music that has dominated. But this year, while the pre-historic Rolling
Stones were headlining on the main stage, something else was happening: Public Enemy
were playing on the West Holts Stage. There was no Flava, no Griff, but Chuck D was there
to tear it up. ‘The Rolling Stones of hip-hop’ in Chuck D’s words were here and boy did they
deliver. “Where are the real hip hop heads at? Put your fists in the air and salute the legends
of hip-hop Glaston-berry!” was the war cry from a man who clearly hasn’t lost any of the
anger-filled tenacity he had in his prime. It was a great performance, something hip-hop fans
relished, and it was unfortunate that the other half of this duo ‘Flava Flav’ couldn’t make it
due to immigration issues. They’re still here, still great and still pretty angry. Craig R

0
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Naughty Boy: La, La, La

Blah, blah, blah! I accidentally listened to a new song on the
telly recently. I had no idea who sang it, I had no idea how it
even made its way onto the television; all I knew is that is was
called ‘La La La’ (very inventive) and that it was truly awful.
We were at a kind of party and I was in charge of flicking
through the music channels, which is a big responsibility.
When I got to the channel that this song was on, it had only
just started and somebody said it was “good”. It was NOT
good, it was terrible. To start with the lyrics were awful and
didn’t even make sense (this is when I realised why it had
been named ‘La La La’) and there was just something about
the entire song that I hated. It wasn’t entertaining to listen
to, the singing itself wasn’t particularly good and the music
video seemed to have no relevance to anything ever - which
can be okay, giving that it is at least entertaining, but this was
not entertaining, and in this case it wasn’t okay. By the end of
the song, the person who had said it was “good” had changed
their mind and had decided that it was not in fact “good”. If
that doesn’t stop you from wanting to listen to it then I don’t
know what will. Jack L

Games
GAMES
Borderlands 2: Tiny Tina’s Assault

Tiny Tina’s assault on dragon keep is the fourth piece of
downloadable content for the ever-popular Borderlands 2. In
this addition, the protagonists of the game are sat, waiting for an
interrogation to finish next door, and to pass the time, are playing
a game of bunkers and badasses (a dungeon and dragons replica).
You and your character are placed right into the fictional world of
the game, where the story and environment is all determined on
game master, tiny Tina, and her very chaotic and energetic mind. I
find that this Borderlands 2 add-on is certainly worth the buy, not
just for additional game content, but for its hysterical dialogue and
the number of references to other famous magic related media
such as the lord of the rings series and Disney’s fantasia. Daniel B

CINEMA, MUSIC, DVD, T V, BOOKS, GAMES, THEATRE, GIGS

cinema
Pacific Rim

8

10

After seeing the trailer for this film, I was hyped for its release. Pacific Rim takes place on Earth, where after a rift to
another universe opened up at the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, strange creatures have begun to emerge from it,
invading cities and killing millions. To counter this, all feuds were put aside to build large robot ‘Jaegers’ to take the
fight straight to the adaptable creatures known as the Kaiju. Nearly two decades after their first counter-attack, Earth’s
efforts have begun to be less effective, and so they need to devise a plan to stop it once and for all. The plot to this
story is truly fantastic, following the story of a since retired Jaeger pilot, Raleigh Becket, returning to the seat of the
Gipsy Danger to help aid in the assault of the Kaiju. After losing his co-pilot to the Kaiju during one of his missions,
completely traumatising him, Raleigh must find another partner to link his minds with. The visuals of the movie
are absolutely outstanding from both the Jaegers and Kaiju themselves to the massive battles between the two
in famous cities such as Hong Kong and New York as they begin to destroy the city until one is the victor. The only
criticism I have about this movie is how they only glanced over what I felt to be a big segment of the story, the
origins of the Jaeger and how they came to be. Yes, I do understand it was done this way to show the length
of time in which the story took place, but I felt it would have been so much more interesting if they
at least had a 10-20 minute segment showing how this decision was made. However, do not let
this make you avoid this film. Other than a couple of rough moments, this movie is overall
fantastic, being quite unique in its design and story, I only wish they had made some effort to
describe the Jaeger’s origin a bit more. Perhaps they may make a prequel about that. Daniel B
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hen you think back to the last Premier League season, a few things may come
to mind: Sir Alex retiring, Wigan winning the cup then getting relegated, United
winning the league : Arsenal clinching European football on the last day. And another
thing, person in fact, will likely come to everyone’s mind: Gareth Bale.

He was undisputedly the player of the season, with the
only person coming close being RVP. Before this year we
knew Bale was a good player, but his performance went
leaps and bounds ahead of our expectations. With 26
goals, 21 of them being in the league and a good majority
being absolute screamers, it was certainly impressive.
He made his full transition from left back to winger in
emphatic style, reeling in a lot of attention in the process.

These all seem like world class players, maybe aside from
Scott Parker, but the list is solid nonetheless. If Gareth Bale
ends up at the level of most of these players, he will have
a successful career, but one player in particular stands out
to me: Cristiano Ronaldo. They’re extremely similar players
in style, position and talent. The rumours of Gareth Bale
moving to Madrid this summer has certainly enhanced
these comparisons.

It’s not just me who thinks this, everyone in the right places
rate him highly too. He won the PFA Player of the Year,
Young Player of the Year and the Football Writer’s Award,
clean sweep of gongs for the Welshman. This is a huge feat
for the 23 year old, as he is young and will only improve
as time goes by. You may refer back to a young British
midfielder who was a bust, who played for Tottenham
aswell, in David Bentley.

While boss Andre Villas-Boas has insisted that Bale will be
at Spurs next season, missing out on Champions League
football might be enough to push him to a Spanish move.
This would be a huge blow for both Spurs and the Premier
League, as he is an entertaining, talented player who will
bring new fans to the league and success to Spurs. I’d love
for him to stay, miss the games against Newcastle, and
continue ripping up the league.

But he didn’t scoop up these awards, and if we look at the
track record for PFA Player of the Year, you’ll see a bit of
class:

But, like the man he is compared to, sun and money may
lead him astray.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2003:
2004:
2005:
2006:
2007:
2008:
2009:
2010:
2011:
2012:

Thierry Henry
Thierry Henry
Frank Lampard
Thierry Henry
Cristiano Ronaldo
Cristiano Ronaldo
Steven Gerrard
Wayne Rooney
Scott Parker
Robin van Persie
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peaceful protests ruined
A

s we know, over recent years
many Islam states in North Africa
and Middle Eastern Asia have been
unhappy with the way their country
is ruled. It may be considered
something of a revolution, as nations
such as Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and less
successful Syria, have all had some
form of rebellion. The most recent
uprising is that which we have seen
in Turkey.
The problems in Turkey at the minute
are based around democracy, Islam
and secularism. The secularism in
this situation has unfortunately been
glorified by the media as, ‘Hostesses
of Turkish airlines cannot wear red
lipstick’ and focused on whether

Written by
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they can choose to buy alcohol
at whatever time they please.
Secularism is the idea of allowing
different opinions and religions,
but many believe the true motive
that brought tens of thousands
of protestors to Istanbul’s Taksim
Square is education.

that many children will be out of
school in Turkey and this will put
the education of the nation in peril.
Is this not the same as a dictatorship
though? Taking human rights away
from those who aren’t part of Islam
and giving more to those that do; is
this not racism?

The protests were spurred on by
the government’s decision to cut
funds to secular schools and give
the lion’s share of education funding
to mosques and Islam schools,
leading to many formerly secular
schools (schools that serve the
minority) being forced to cut their
numbers of students and become
Imam Hatip schools. This means

The outrage from these measures
have led to some of the most
incredible protests Turkey has ever
seen. Thousands upon thousands
of people gathered to voice their
displeasure but, unlike the violence
we saw in the rebellions of similar
nations, the protests were peaceful.
Turkish citizens came out and
showed the world how to protest

with dignity, with cheerful dancing
and singing, as many people sharing
the same opinions and beliefs came
as one to put their voices out to the
world.
The effects of these incredible
displays of human kindness were
staggering, as fans from the three
major Istanbul football clubs,
Fenebache,
Galatasaray
and
Bekiktas united as one. The fact that
these fans were in the same place
without huge fights was a surprise,
but the fact they came together in
this peaceful protest was the most
incredible sight.
These three sets of fans usually hate

each other beyond belief, to a point
where gang crime and riots are
common before and after big games;
we should applaud our global
friends for proving that people can
come together for the greater good.
Had it not been for the actions of
Mr Gul, the whole thing would have
been completely violence free. The
peace remained until Abdullah
Gul sent the police in with tear
gas to clear Taksim Square, which
unfortunately led to riots and
violence. In this case, is it the Turkish
public that are to blame?

consider the greater good, creating
a fair playing field for the children of
Turkey to get fair and equal rights to
education, it is extremely sad that it
all had to end in this way.
I believe we should applaud the
Turkish community for standing
up for what is right and fair. They
have proved that people can set
aside their differences and unite
to make a stand,; they have proved
that protests can, and should, be
peaceful and dignified. They have
set an example for the rest of the
world. Thank you.

Considering that all protests were
peaceful, and for what many would
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f all the festivals in the UK Slam Dunk is
the cream of the crop, but sadly it’s vastly
underrated.

Over the past 10 years, Slam Dunk Festival has been
growing and this year was its largest event yet. This
year, the festival spanned over 6 days in 6 different
venues (including Scotland, Wales, Ireland and its
home town of Leeds). With a staggering line up of
over 60 bands, playing across 7 stages, this year was
set to be off the wall. I was fortunate enough to catch
the action in Leeds, for the second year running and
the festival had some work to do to beat the previous
years. With past headliners including Fall Out Boy,
Paramore and New Found Glory – it was the time for
All Time Low and Pierce The Veil to step up to the plate.
The sun was shining for the first time this year (and
with temperatures of around 25 degrees, you could
say it was positively tropical) and after a quick tour
of Leeds (thanks to my dad and a disagreement with
the Sat-Nav) we arrived to an extremely organised
University Campus, gathered my wrist band and map
(items of every festival survival kit) headed in.
The first band of the day was The Summer Set who
were chirpy and fun-filled as ever. Their easy pop-punk
vibe went perfectly with the weather outside and
although their set was short, it was energetic enough
to get us festival goers into the swing of things.
Following that was the relentless Tonight Alive, who
as always bounced through their set with relentless
energy.

A crowd of band members gathered (including Harry
Radford –of Yashin- and a few of the San Diego
beauties from Pierce the Veil) on the VIP balcony, to
watch their set.
Next for me was a meet and greet at the signing tents
with some of my favourite bands this year, including
the heavily bearded Transit, the very lovely boys from
Cardiff - Kids in Glass Houses and also Southampton
lads Bury Tomorrow. This was followed by battling my
way through hoards of sweaty people armed with bags
full of merch to make my way back to the Main Stage
for Sleeping with Sirens.
Although I’d seen them earlier in the week, although
they had technical difficulties, and although their
set was cut short, they were still spot on the money.
Kellin Quinn commanded the stage and even my dad
threw some shapes. My most spine tingling moment
of the day was their acoustic rendition of “If I’m James
Dean, You’re Audrey Hepburn” which I have to say was
stunning. Now it was time for the big guns to be pulled
out. Kids in Glass Houses, haven’t been on stage for
the most part of 2013, but with their 4th studio album
ready to hit stores in September, you could sense they
were eager to make their return. As the room re-filled,
the atmosphere built up again, and all stresses were
left on the dance floor as people literally danced
themselves out of their shoes. With a mixture of
crazy crowd surfing, mammoth stage falls, groovy
tunes and beach balls, the welsh boys were clearly
back on it and ready to tour later this year.

Now it was time for the big guns to be pulled out. Kids
in Glass Houses haven’t been on stage for the most part
of 2013, but with their 4th studio album ready to hit
stores in September, you could sense they were eager
to make their return.
As the room re-filled, the atmosphere built up again,
and all stresses were left on the dance floor as people
literally danced themselves out of their shoes. With a
mixture of crazy crowd surfing, mammoth stage falls,
groovy tunes and beach balls, the welsh boys were
clearly back on it and ready to tour later this year.
Following this was a very merry Deaf Havana, who
entered the stage with Hawaiian shirts and flowered
leas, we were set for a party. And that’s what we got.
With a mixture of old and new, they kept the festival
alive with summery tunes, which had just the right
amount of teenage angst to suit the crowd.
With mixed opinions, headline act, All Time Low caused
some controversy. But they will forever remain one of
my favourite bands. They’re fun, fearless and all round
fantastic, when on stage and they even got the nod of
approval from my old man. Although they were almost
30 minutes late due to some border control issues
earlier that day, they came on with a bang and played
their full 1 hour 15 minute set, dropping in a few
acoustic numbers and plenty of ‘dance party’ anthems
to keep everyone moving. With their normal chirpy
banter, that always has a risqué edge, it was a perfect
end to another perfect Slam Dunk.
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Paris, Je t’aime...

Photograph of Anna H
taken by Daniel B

Written and designed by Anna H

“T

hat Paris exists, and
anyone could choose to
live anywhere else in the
world will always be a mystery to
me”, Adriana remarks in Midnight
in Paris. And I can’t help but agree.
By the time you’re reading this, I’ll
be in the middle of my bi-annual
trip to Paris, and I couldn’t be more
excited about it.
Paris is the kind of place you could
never tire of. It has the hustle
and bustle all cities do; it’s always
moving, changing. But unlike our
slightly grubby London, or the
dangerous New York, Paris has a
clean, 1920’s vibe that makes you
feel like you’re in a film set. It’s
almost unbearably picturesque.
Every little street or back alley you
look down makes for a postcardworthy picture.
Everything about the French
culture seems to speak to me
with romantic whimsy. The
language makes even rather ugly
English words sound like you’re
speaking a beautiful sonnet. I
have an idyllic dream in which I
wake up in a little apartment in
the 18th Arrondissement with
the sun shining. Then I walk to a

local patisserie for a breakfast of
croissants and fresh orange juice,
accompanied by reading Vogue
Paris. Oh, and La Vie En Rose plays
in the background. Ridiculous,
maybe. But that’s my idea of
paradise. And trust me, French
pastries are incredible. None of
that Greggs nonsense!
There is something in Paris for
everyone. The artist, the musician,
the tourist, the dancer, the
sportsperson. I can also say, hand
on heart, I believe everyone can at
least appreciate the beauty of the
city, but there’s also something to
do there to fit to your individual
tastes.
And of course, I can’t go without
mentioning the fashion aspect.
Paris Fashion Week is the most
exclusive of all and, dare I say
it, the classiest too. Luxurious,
household name brands are all
French (Dior, Chanel, Louis Vuitton;
you see my point). Couture
Fashion Week is held in Paris. Let’s
not forget the effortless Parisian
style. Mussed up hair, fresh faced
smudged eyeliner and basic
wardrobe essentials in expensive
cuts. Simplicity at its finest.

Maybe this is a personal thing.
Even writing this article has made
me love it even more. But I can’t
recommend a trip there strongly
enough. A picture may speak a
thousand words, but being in the
city speaks for itself.

4 things not to miss in Paris;
We all know about the typical
tourist destinations; The Eiffel
Tower, Le Louvre etc. Whilst
they are all enjoyable, beautiful
places, I like to think my four
recommendations give a more
genuine feel to the city.
1. Musée Carnavalet
This museum is in fact a
conversion of two mansions in
the beautiful Marais district. It
is the most genuinely French
museum I’ve ever visited, as it
focuses only on its native history;
mainly the storming of Bastille
and the revolution. The rooms
are either recreated or genuine
restored versions, showing what
the combined mansions would
have looked like between the 17th
and 20th Century. My personal
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...Toujours!
favourite was the ballroom, in
a pronounced Art Deco style.
The Carnavalet is set amongst
a busy main street, containing
independent, luxe boutiques that
are all worth a nosey in.

the many surrounding rooftop
gardens. Between the two pillars,
there are also many rooms that
give you an insight into the history
of the arc, very interesting.
3. Versailles

2. L’Arc de Triomphe
I never realised I had a fear
of heights until I went up the
Eiffel Tower. While the view was
beautiful, I spent the whole time
feeling nauseous and wishing to
be back on solid ground. I swear I
could feel it sway! This is why I’m
recommending L’Arc de Triomphe.
The top of this significant archway
gives a similar, if not better view
of the city, as you see everything
in a closer perspective, such as

This is without a doubt the most
beautiful place I’ve ever been.
Whilst it is set slightly on the
outskirts of Paris, you can get there
easily in a quick tube journey. It is
essentially the French version of
Buckingham Palace; it’s where the
monarchy used to live. However
after the French Revolution,
Versailles became public property.
Visitors are now free to wander
every room, every cottage, every
garden of this lavish palace. And

I can’t deny, I felt a bit like Marie
Antoinette when walking through
the infamous Hall of Mirrors…
4. Place du Tertre
This brilliant street is just around
the corner from Montmartre, but it
feels so, so different to the tourist
heavy streets. Artists gather in
this square, alongside outdoor
restaurants. You walk past easel
after easel, waiters zig-zag around
you delicately balancing glasses
of wine giving you the ultimate
French feel. It’s no surprise this was
the home of Modern Art in the
beginning of the 20th Century.
So there you have it. Now I’m going
home to pack my case and maybe
die of excitement…!

North West? ...
Baby or compass?

Musical Milkman

The Sun newspaper recently received a letter from a 52 year old
reader, Kevin Gifford who told them that he worked as a milkman
and had been issued a formal warning from his employer to stop
whistling. The milkman was issued this warning after several
complaints were made about the noise; four of which weren’t even
customers of his. They complained that his whistling disturbed the
peace, to which Kevin asked: “Are they going to complain about the
birds singing as well? They make more noise than I do.” Kevin openly
admits that he isn’t a very good singer but he has received numerous
compliments from his customers about his whistling; one even went
on to say that she thought he had a beautiful voice. What particularly
bothered him was that the ‘warning’ from his employer was
essentially a ban, meaning he has to be quiet until 8.00am when he is
almost finished his rounds. Kevin went on to say that he is always in
a good mood in the morning and he remembers from his youth how
the milkmen and garbage men used to make noise. Since he and the
other milkmen come out in all
weather, surely he should
be able to whistle
to prevent him
from becoming
miserable?
Daniel
B

So, Kim Kardashian and Kanye West’s baby has
finally arrived. With parents that are already
blessed with an overdose of the beautiful gene,
there’s no doubt that the baby girl will be a
stunner; that’s why they chose such a beautiful
name. No, wait, forget that last part. The baby has
been called ‘North’, which is just silly, especially
when combined with Daddy’s surname. As you’d
expect, the name has caused quite a stir but
perhaps this was the intention all along. The
Kardashians have made millions out of scandal
and, it would seem that, with a reported $4million
magazine photo deal accepted, baby North is
heading in the same ‘direction’.

But Kim is sick of being all cooped up, Radar
Online reports. “She’s saying she is sick of being in

Image: www.toledoblade.com

When your number’s not
up, it’s not up!

And the ground opened up...

A woman in Toledo, Ohio was shocked when what appeared to be a
giant sinkhole formed in front of her whilst she was driving. The hole
was 30ft wide and 10ft deep, and she actually saw the car in front of
her narrowly avoid falling in too. But it was too late for her, she couldn’t
move away in time, and she fell into the hole. The driver, Pamela Knox,
was not hurt but was shaken by the experience. She was taken to
hospital as a precautionary measure. Toledo police have said a water
main break under the road is what caused this unexpected sinkhole,
but the people of this Ohio city may be more wary when driving on the
roads. Craig R

On the 1st of July in a Czechoslovakian train station,
a native women was stood, waiting for the train who
appeared to be almost dozing on her feet. After this
had gone on for minute or two, the women toppled
forward, slipped out of reach from a man trying
to save her and landed in the middle of the tracks.
Unable to help at that current moment, the crowd
had to watch as a train came to a stop at the station.
Miraculously, the women had survived, and after
being hoisted out between two carriages, simply
brushed herself down and walked away. Daniel B

Bad form Dior

It’s a known fact that famous brands require models to
be skinny, straight up and down and without curves. But
at the latest Couture Fashion Week, Dior took it to the
extreme. British model Jourdan Dunn was set to walk
in Raf Simmons’ latest show, but announced on Twitter
that she’d just gotten ‘cancelled for Dior because of my
boobs!’, following it with a sarcastic “I <3 Fashion”. Bear in
mind that Miss Dunn is in fact a 32A bra size as opposed
to the usual AA of models. How shocking! The Dior show
consisted of lots of low cut necklines and
bodices, so maybe the Dior
house thought the corsets
could look too revealing on
a, you know, realistic figure.
Dunn then went on to tweet
‘I’m normally told I’m cancelled
because I’m coloured’, making
you think that Dior’s decisions
could delve a bit deeper than
a bra size. Something to hide, Raf?
Anna H
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Dear

Esther
I

magine being on an Island, with
stunning beauty and mystery welcome to ‘Dear Esther’.

“I’ve begun my voyage
in a paper boat without
a bottom; I will fly to
the moon in it.”

This game tells a story using firstperson technologies. It is different
from traditional games as it focuses
on exploration and uncovering the
story behind this island, who you are
and why you are here. Dear Esther
is a semi-randomising game, which
means that different play-through will
generate a slightly different story while
exploring the various locations of this
Island.
Dear Esther is a short game, based
around exploration of an uninhabited
Hebridean Island while an unknown
narrator reads out fragments of letters
to Esther and hints at what brought
you here and why. This game is purely
exploration; there is no shooting or
jumping and no visible people. There
is just you and the island.
There isn’t any clear ending to Dear
Esther either; we get hints through the
fragments but no true answers and you
therefore construct your own situation
and ending.

One of the greatest features of this
game is the Island itself, as even
though it’s steeped with sadness,
it offers one of the most beautiful
environments that has ever been
created. The Island is rich in
lush vegetation, surrounded by
the glimmering ocean and lit by
moonlight which creates a dramatic
and dream-like environment. In
the caves it offers luminescent rock
formations that are truly a sight to see.

way, having free-roaming would ruin
the emotive resolution and would rob
the game of its power, reducing it to a
very pretty screen saver.

The soundtrack is beyond beautiful
too; mainly using piano and violin
melodies it sets the mood and matches
the overwhelming sadness and anger
of the narrator. I’d recommend that
you turn off all distractions, get a
pair of headphones and allow yourself to become lost in the music and
the narrator’s increasingly manic
commentary, while wandering a
remote cliff-top path.

The argument is that the experience
will stay with you for weeks and that
if you close your eyes you will be back
on the beautiful island, filled with loss,
guilt, uncertain crimes and unseen
people. Do I agree with this? In short,
yes. Would I recommend it? Yes.
Could I liken it to any other game? No,
which means you’ll just have to try it
for yourself. My score? 8/10

Dear Esther is not for everyone. If you
love running into a room guns blazing,
then this game is not for you. On this
remarkable island you do not get freeroaming of movement; there is only
one direction you can head but, in a

Dear Esther is also over priced I think,
at around £7.00 for a game that will
take a maximum of two hours for a
full play-through. Revisiting the game
will turn up different dialogue and
events however and I found myself
wanting to do this over and over.

By Joanne Small

Written and designed
by Joanne S
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Put your
best foot
forward
(please!)
The inevitable arrival of summer, unfortunately for me,
means the inevitable arrival of sandals. Now don’t get me
wrong, I like summer fashion. Easy breezy dresses, bare legs,
crop tops, sunglasses , tans. But not sandals. Let me count
the ways I hate them.
I mean yeah, they do look nice. Considering they’re a nogo in winter, it’s a subtle change that shows the sun is here
(however brief the visit may be). A subtle, strappy tan sandal
gives a minimal look you can’t achieve in a shoe. A gladiator
nails the hippy-at-Coachella festival vibe more than any
welly or boot can. However, the thing I dislike about them is
the sheer amount of toe on show.
Yes, feet repulse me. I’m that person who wears socks in
bed. I even wear socks with trainers; for Christ’s sake I don’t
even like looking at ankles! It’s not just my feet though.
Looking at other people’s feet can prove simply too much to
ask sometimes, and I look on in horror as they unashamedly
flaunt such a private part in public.
Maybe I’m overreacting here. Slightly. But there’s a lot of
preparation to go through to get perfect looking tootsies
and some people just don’t make the effort. Half the time
I can’t be bothered but the results are worth it. I’m talking
painted, pedicured, exfoliated and smooth. Then, and only
then do I find this kind of foot exposure acceptable.
So if you’re as much of a freak as I am, this season on the
high street there are lots of sandals that cover your feet as
much as possible while still being summer appropriate,
alongside the more challenging open ones. But please, for
my sake, keep your feet in tip top condition.

Written and
designed by
Anna H
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egends

Johnny Depp;
An Inspiration
Written and designed by Amy Connell

F

rom the demon butcher
to the owner of the
biggest chocolate factory
known to children, and from
the outstanding acting to
the amazing music, everyone
knows the marvel that is John
Christopher Depp II.
Born June 9th 1963, Johnny Depp
is one of the biggest stars to
appear on our screens today, but
he couldn’t have done it alone. So,
how did he get where he is today?
As the youngest of four children
of Betty Sue Palmer and John
Christopher Depp, Johnny
was born in Kentucky and
raised in Florida with his family
surrounding him. When he was
just fifteen, Depp’s parents went
through a divorce, leaving him
heart broken and struggling to
cope with his heart-wrenching
family problems.
His interest in the arts industry
came with a gift from his mother
when he was just twelve years
old. For his 12th birthday Johnny
was given an electric guitar and
started playing in multiple garage
bands. He used this as another

way to cope with his parent’s
divorce.
A year after they had split, Depp
dropped out of school to become
a rock musician. After trying to
return to school two months later,
he was turned away and told
to chase his dreams. So, joining
the band ‘Kids’ and aiming for a
record deal in LA, after changing
their name to ‘Six Gun Method’
the group split up and went on to
create several new groups. Depp
joined a group called Rock City
Angels, and co-wrote their song
‘Mary’. During his time with this
popular rock group, he met the
first of his four wives.
While travelling around the
world with his wife, working as a
makeup artist at the time, Johnny
was introduced to actor, Nicholas
Cage, who encouraged him to
pursue a career in acting. Shortly
after divorcing his wife, he met
Sherilyn Fenn, his second wife, at
the auditions for his first possible
film, ‘Thrashin’. Ironically, although
Depp was meant to play the lead
role, he was declined the part by
the producer who did not think
him suitable.
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So, what was his first major role?
Everyone has heard of the classic
horror film, ‘Nightmare on Elm
Street’, right? Well, that was his big
break, playing two roles - Nancy
Thompson’s boyfriend and one of
Freddie Krueger’s victims.
Following his title role as Edward
Scissorhands, he has starred in
many Tim Burton films, often
alongside Burton’s wife, Helena
Bonham-Carter, as well as a
whole array of films for different
producers and directors.
But, of course, Johnny Depp
is best known for his hilarious
performance as Captain Jack
Sparrow. After playing the role in
2003, his spectacular performance
could not be topped by any
other actor, so Depp really had
no choice but to return for the
sequels. As he stepped up again
and again to play the suave but
shambling character, he was
nominated for many Academy
Awards.
Although I love these films and
his amazing acting within them,
my favourite role of all time, (not
just of Depp’s) has to be ‘The Mad
Hatter’ of Alice in Wonderland.
I admire and respect every aspect
Depp brings to this character as
he changes between multiple
accents and characteristics. I
love the way he brings life and
atmosphere to the role before
he even speaks. His mannerisms
and the physicality, which he
uses to portray this very complex
character, give the audience a
feeling of how weird and unusual

a person the Mad Hatter is. You
are truly drawn into his world of
tea pots and amazing creations
in a way that makes the character
believable. There is no one I would
ever put before Depp for playing
this role.
I look forward to his forthcoming
films as he is inspirational, both
as a director and actor. He has
inspired me in many ways,
through his acting, costume work,
his ambition and determination
throughout his life and his
achievements which have got him
where he is now. Johnny Depp
truly is eccentric, exceptional and
my inspiration.

Love the hat,
Wear the hat,
Be The Hat.

The beautiful form of

monsters

A novel in progress by Chloe F
Read it from the beginning in our Exclaimer Fiction section

Part 6: Nice To See You, To See You Nice
I watched the rain pour as I sat in my flat. The doctor had
told me that the headaches were just stress related, and
that I needed to just relax. I didn’t dare tell her about the
dream that kept reoccurring, the one where I was running
through a forest as fast as I could, where something was
coming to get me.

I traipsed back up to my apartment, shut the door and
locked it; I turned my attention straight away to the thing
that glittered. Sitting down I opened it and coughed as
my lap was over-run with glitter. The piece of card read,
LIMITED TIME OFFER. £10 OFF A CUTEAND BLOW DRY.
DON’T MISS IT!

Maybe it was just my inner self that was coming to get
me as I often criticised my own actions. I was just going
to forget about it for a while; besides, I deserved a little
‘me’ time. No boys, no work. I had switched off my phone,
knowing that if anything was really urgent and someone
needed me, they would know where I lived.

I should have guessed that this piece of over-the-top card
was from the new Salon. But it wasn’t a bad deal.

It was Saturday and as everyone knows, sitting in front
of the telly is the perfect way to spend it. The TV listings
consisted of cheesy game shows hosted by presenters with
tons of fake tan, skin like leather and a cheesy catch phrase
like, “You are brighter than a lightbulb!” It was a classic
British night in. I didn’t care about the tacky TV; this was
the funniest night I had had by myself in ages.
As I was giggling away at people wrestling in mud, I
realised I hadn’t checked my post for the day. I paused the
TV, stood up and stretched. I slouched down my Bridget
Jones-esque apartment stairs to the mail box and, opening
it up, I took out a few letters. Something glittery caught my
eye.

I looked at one of my hair ends and sighed. I hadn’t had
a hair cut in over three months. What with work and
everything it hadn’t been on the top of my list. Maybe this
was the perfect opportunity. Tomorrow, I would ring up
and book an appointment for sure.
Returning to my TV show, I pressed play and snuggled
back down but something was bugging me, I couldn’t
quite place my finger on it, but I felt like something was
getting to me. I pushed it to the back of my mind and tried
to pretend it was nothing, especially as my recent ‘blip’
seemed to be resolving itself and I didn’t need any more
problems in my life. My life was fine just the way it was, and
I didn’t want to do anything, or see or even think about
anything that could ruin that.
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Written and designed
by Daniel B

E

very year, a special event
called E3 is hosted by the
ESA (Entertainment Software
Association) in Los Angeles. There,
game companies are able to pull
out the big guns and wow the
public with what they have to
come. This year, companies such
as Nintendo and Ubisoft presented
their up-coming legendary game
titles such as Super Smash Bros for
the Wii U/3DS and the hyped Watch
Dogs. But despite the amount of
companies presenting trailers for
many fantastic-looking games,
almost everyone was looking
forward to what Sony and Microsoft
were going to announce for their
next generation consoles.
Ever since the beginning of this
century, there has been something
of a competition between the
two companies. Both companies
throughout the years have had
their downfalls, from the multiple
hackings of Sony’s PlayStation
Network to Microsoft’s confusing
exchange rate on Microsoft Points
(Xbox’s online credit), but they
both pretty much shared the
same capabilities, albeit quite
different from each other. Based
on this, tension between the two
companies have never been higher,
and this yearly event was their
moment to finish the fight.
Now I have always owned a
PlayStation ever since the second
generation and have always used it
as my main console, but have also
owned a Xbox (without online) and
have always loved their exclusive
games and have acknowledged that
it was a very good console, but I was

too in love with PlayStation’s
exclusives at the time to
even consider converting
(to add to that, I also
owned a bunch of
Nintendo consoles, but
that’s another topic
completely).
After seeing what both
Sony and Microsoft had to
offer for next gen consoles, I can
safely say that without a shadow of
a doubt, Sony gave Microsoft a right
thrashing, and I’m sure majority of
gamers are with me on this one.
The design and hardware choices
aside, there were four major points
to why I thought Sony won this
competition.
At the end of their conferences,
both Microsoft and Sony were to
announce the launch prices of
their consoles. In their conference,
Microsoft announced that, at
launch, the Xbox One was to cost
£429 ($499 or €499). These prices at
the time weren’t able to be judged
because Sony hadn’t yet had their
conference or announced their
launch prices to even compare
them, but boy were gamers in for
a shock. Sony announced at the
end of their conference that
the launch prices of the
console would cost

…£349

S

ony had completely caught gamers off guard
and flipped the tables on this console war,
especially when compared to last year’s
E3 where Sony had to reduce the price of
the PS3. During that whole conference,
it seemed like Sony kept on taking
mammoth sized swings at Microsoft
without the need to put in any effort.
Microsoft looked like it was going to
cause Xbox’s own downfall, which is
unfortunate because it looked like it had
so much potential, all until they blindly
mentioned three big drawbacks.
First of all, the somewhat successful Kinect that made
its appearance 3 years ago got a makeover and now
needed to be plugged in for the Xbox
to switch on. Companying this
handicap the Xbox needed
to be connected to the
internet every 24 hours or
it would otherwise refuse
to play games (even a
single-player campaign)
and to firmly hit the nail
on the head, you wouldn’t
be able to share games with
your friends due to the consoles
new game policies.

As usual, everything shown at E3 looked
fantastic.
My top pick of the bunch were Nintendo’s
Super Smash Bros and the revealing of the
blue bomber himself, Megaman. The new
Ultra HD Solid Snake and his environment in
Metal Gear Solid 5, Bungie’s brand new title,
Destiny, and let’s not forget Square Enix’s
most hyped and possibly popular game title,
not Final Fantasy XIV, but Kingdom Hearts 3!

Naturally, within the first month after their conference,
Microsoft has pulled a whole ‘Xbox
One-Eighty’ and has removed these
problems, but you can’t forget the
past. Sony on the other-hand had
kept their cool, announcing in
the conference that the console
won’t need a constant internet
connection to play games and
the ability to share games with
your friends alongside a hilariously
sarcastic short video published by Sony
about the matter.
I don’t dislike Microsoft, but I feel that this year, Sony
has won this battle and may have even kicked a little
ass in the process.
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